
	
	
 
 
The Tree Trail is coming 
 
A very big thank you to all you 
wonderful people who sent in 
messages of support earlier in the 
year when we asked for feedback 
about whether we should try to 
develop a tree trail in Highbury Park. 
We sent your feedback to Awards 
for All and they have made us a 
grant to develop a Tree Trail. We 
have also been given funding for 
some events to support the project. 
If you have ideas about any events 
to do with trees you would like to 
see us develop, then please let us 
know. We are keen to involve local 
schools as a way of promoting the 
importance of trees to the local 
environment. We hope, longer term 
that this might help cut down on 
levels of graffiti and other damage to 
trees that we experience at present.	
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Travellers 
 

 
 
 
Local residents have been concerned 
to see travellers taking up residence 
in the park three times in three weeks 
recently. This resulted in a number of 
Health and Safety issues including 
rubbish and debris left behind. 
Thanks to all those who helped with 
the clearing up operations.  
 
The Council is proposing to put a 
height-restricting barrier in place to 
limit access, hopefully by the end of 
July, and until then the Shutlock Lane 
barrier will remain locked. Various 
other options have been muted, but 
none of them are suitable for 
Highbury. In the longer term the 
Council will probably apply for a 
further injunction for Highbury and 
other parks to prevent traveller 
access. We will update you when 
there is any news. 
	
	

	 	



Our AGM 
 
The HPF AGM took place this year 
on July 4th. We heard a summary of 
HPF activities and events from the 
past year and an update of current 
activities. 

	
Our guest speakers were Alf 
Dimmock, Senior Park Ranger who 
briefed us on our Nature 
Improvement Area and Les Sparks, 
Chair of the Chamberlain Highbury 
Trust who updated us on the Trust’s 
application for funding from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund and plans for 
future development. We’ve received 
lots of feedback about how 
interesting the AGM was, so a big 
thank you to Alf and Les for their 
contributions. 
	
Medicinal plants that grow in the 
park 
 
We had a very interesting walk with 
Nicky Peterson on July 22nd to learn 
about the properties of medicinal 
plants in the park. We learned that 
many common plants such as 
nettles, dandelions and lime trees 
contain healing properties.  A big 
thank you to Nicky for sharing all her 
knowledge with us 

Balsam Bashing 
	

	
	
	
If you walk through the upper parts of 
Highbury Park these days, it’s 
impossible not to notice the presence 
of Himalayan Balsam.  With pink 
flowers that look very pretty it is, in 
fact, extremely invasive and smothers 
other vegetation. This year we held 
two work parties to try and tackle it – 
one under the Woodland Wednesday 
banner at the end of May and the 
other with the help of local residents 
from the Pineapple estate at the end 
of June. Thanks to all our hard 
working volunteers 
 
Opportunities for volunteering 
 
If you have a few spare hours and 
would like to help HPF, please get in 
touch. We are always stretched for 
time and would really welcome other 
people getting involved. You can 
contact us via our website: 
www.highburyparkfriends.org.uk or 
leave a message for us at York 
Supplies. 



Wild flower walk with Tony Sames 
  
On a bright sunny May morning 18 
of joined a walk, led by Tony Sames, 
to explore Highbury’s wild flowers. 
As we made our way into the long 
grasses, we were met with an array 
of different species including 
Cocksfoot, Rye grass and Meadow 
Fox Tail. Dotted in between the 
grasses we found Creeping, 
Meadow and Bulbous buttercups, 
Pignut and Lady’s Smock.  Further 
across the meadow we spotted the 
much more rare Star of Bethlehem, 
co-existing happily alongside 
Clovers, Vetches, grasses and 
Plantains. 
As we moved down towards the 
stream, into the recently seeded part 
of the meadow, we were greeted by 
a sea of buttercups and daisies, 
Oxeyes and Yellow Rattle, Poppies 
and grasses including False Oat 
Grass and Crested Dog’s Tail.   
A Jackdaw and a Raven watched us 
as we moved on to the stream 
where we were rewarded with 
sightings of Hemlock and Herb 
Robert hiding amidst the rich display 
of Cow Parsley and Hogweed, that 
closely hug the edge of the stream. 
As our walk ended we thanked Tony 
for a fascinating insight into the flora 
of our park. Gail Pittaway, HPF 
Committee 
 
Update from the CHT. 
We were delighted to hear at our 
AGM that the Chamberlain Highbury 
Trust have now submitted a round 
one funding bid to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. We will hear the 
outcome in September. In the 
meantime the Trust are also 
pursuing other sources of funding. 

 
 
 
Nature Notes 
 
Yellow-rattle Rhinanthus minor 
Is a new plant to Highbury Park, 
having been introduced in some of 
the hay meadow areas.  It has small 
yellow flowers and seeds that rattle 
about in little purse-shaped seed 
capsules.  As well as utilising the 
traditional photosynthesis route to 
gain energy, it is also parasitic on 
some grasses. For this reason it is 
favoured in meadows where the 
management aims to produce a 
diversity of flowers and grasses, 
rather than just a few grass species 
and is commonly found in ancient 
meadows. Meadows created in 
Moseley Bog are now full of flowers 
including four species of orchid. The 
leaves have been used to make a 
bright yellow dye.  
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Old photographs 
 
HPF member Ellen found these old 
photographs in the Birmingham 
Library. The first one of Uffculme 
and the second one of the 
Henburys. We thought they were 
lovely and wanted to share them 
with you. They are reproduced with 
permission 
 

 
 

 
	
 
Donation 
 
A group of residents in Cambridge 
Road have given a donation of  
£658 to HPF. It was agreed at the 
AGM that this would be put towards 
the cost of producing a leaflet about 
the wildflowers of Highbury Park. A 
huge thank you to them for their 
generous donation. 

Highbury Park Keeper Post 
 
We learned recently that our Park 
Keeper Post has been cut by 
Birmingham City Council. Our last 
Park Keeper, Michael Wilkes did a 
fantastic job of keeping the park spic 
and span and we are very sorry to 
hear his post has gone and	wish him 
all the best for the future. Rubbish 
bins should be emptied twice per 
week from the park, but if you think 
the litter is increasing please let us 
know because we will be monitoring 
the situation very carefully over the 
next few months 
 
Events 
 
Wed 9th August. 1.00pm – 3.00pm 
Butterfly, Dragonfly and Hoverfly 
Walk with Paul Anthony.  
Everyone welcome, particularly 
children. Free of charge. Please wear 
suitable footwear for walking over 
uneven ground. 
 
Sunday 10th September. Highbury 
Hall is open for Heritage day.  
HPF will be holding a stall so come 
along and say hallo. Further details to 
follow. 
 
Saturday October 21st. Highbury 
Harvest Event.  
HPF will also hold a stall at this event. 
Further details to follow. 
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