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Highbury Trust

Wanted: A heritage trust chairman to help
raise  £7  million  for  the  repair  and
restoration  of  Birmingham’s  historic
Highbury Hall and Gardens.
The search  is  also  on  to  find  a  further
nine people to serve on the newly formed
Highbury Heritage Trust to manage one
of  the  city’s  finest  historic  homes  and
ensure  it  remains  an  asset  for  future
generations.
The former Chamberlain family home and
26-acre estate were left to the people of
Birmingham  in  1932  but,  despite  still
being  a  popular  banquet  and  wedding
venue,  it  has  been  neglected  in  recent
years  leading  to  a  huge  backlog  of
repairs.
Now following  extensive  appraisal  work
by  council  officials  and  the Birmingham
Conservation Trust  it  has been decided
to set up a Highbury Heritage Trust to run
the Grade II* listed mansion.
They  are  looking  for  someone  to  chair
the  Trust,  who  can  lead  the  building
towards  financial  self-sufficiency  and
begin the work of  raising the estimated
£7 million restoration costs. Parts of the
site require urgent repair, including roofs,
chimneys,  gutters,  windows  and
upgrading  of  electrics,  while  others  will
need work over the long term.
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Chairman of the Council’s Trusts and
Charities committee Coun Phil Davis
said:  “We  are  currently  advertising
for a chair of the Trust and a set of
trustees.  The  new  trust  will  be
charged with developing a vision for
Highbury and also creating an asset
base for the proper development and
enjoyment  of  Highbury  by  local
people.
“This  is  a  great  opportunity  for
anyone  who  is  passionate  about
Birmingham’s heritage.”
The new trust, which will  take on a
25-year lease on the hall and estate,
will be set up with £750,000 already
in  the  bank  from  the  sale  of  the
1940-  built  Chamberlain  House  to
Uffculme School.
Parts  of  the  estate  currently  have
tenants, including the council’s Civic
Catering  company,  which  runs  the
wedding  venue,  and  the  Four
Seasons  Gardening  Project.  Coun
Davis  (Lab,  Billesley),  who  is  also
the  city’s  heritage  champion,  said
the hall has played an important role
in Birmingham’s history.
He  said:  “Highbury  Hall  and  its
estate is a special place. The home 
of one of the 19th century giants of
British and imperial  politics,  Joseph
Chamberlain,  built  in  1878  still
stands  in  its  ‘Venetian  Gothic’
splendour.”The  trust  will  be  told  it
has to work with local groups like the
Friends  of  Highbury  Park,  the
Moseley Society and local residents’
groups on future developments.



It  has  been  set  up  with  the  guiding
principles  of  using  Highbury  for  the
“general  benefit  of  the  citizens  of
Birmingham”,  to  promote  charitable
activity  and  to  ensure  its  financial
sustainability. It currently fails to raise the
£75,000 per year running costs.
The City Council, as sole custodian of the
hall  and  estate,  has  been  criticised  for
failing to look after the prized asset and
has  been  seen  as  often  exploiting  it
instead of looking after it.
In  2009  the  Charity  Commission  found
that instead of being run for the benefit of
citizens, the hall had been used for non-
charitable  purposes,  with  the  council
keeping  profits  from  weddings  and
conferences.
The  commission  ordered  the  local
authority to pay the Highbury Hall  Trust
£2  million  for  the  inappropriate  usage.
The  independent  trust  will  avoid  such
conflicts of interest.
The  deadline  for  applications  for
chairman is October 16, and October 30
for  the trustee posts.  There is  an open
evening  for  candidates  at  the  hall  from
6.30pm on Thursday, October 8.

Nature Notes

Spider silk
Early  morning  misty  walks  in  the
park  reveal  dew-spangled  webs
everywhere, even tiny ones between
the  blades  of  grass.   The  spiders
have been around all year but at this
time  we  can  see  how  many  there
actually are.  The large orb webs are
made  each  day  by  the  Garden
Spider.  Smaller hammock webs are
made  by  money  spiders  that  sit
underneath  the  hammock.   The
spider silk itself is weight for weight,
stronger than steel.  In 2012 the V&A
museum  displayed  a  golden  cloth
made from spider silk.  More than a
million spiders were ‘milked’ of their
silk and then released back into the
wild. 
EP.

Events
Wildlife Walks with Paul Anthony

Saturday November 28th  
1.30pm – 3.30pm. 
Winter Roost

Saturday 2nd January 
10.30am – 12.30pm
2nd day 2nd chance

Meet in the car park
Everyone welcome
Please wear footwear suitable for 
walking over uneven ground



Looking After Our Ancient Trees. 
13.9.2015

As  part  of  heritage  week,  Alf  Dimmock
Senior  Park  Ranger  led  a  fascinating
walk exploring ancient oak trees in Kings
Heath, Highbury and Cannon Hill  parks.
As the 24 participants arrived in Highbury
Park,  Steve  Flood,  the  Council’s  Tree
Officer,  and  David  Papadopoulos  from
Highbury  Community  Orchard explained
how trees are managed in the park. 

Highbury has a policy that if trees fall or
die, the wood remains in situ as a home
to  various  small  creatures  such  as
insects  and  caterpillars.  Every  tree  is
surveyed  once  every  5  years;  the
condition of the roots, trunk and branches
is noted, and the data is stored on a data
base

We examined one of our ancient oak 
trees that has a large cavity in the centre 
caused by a branch falling off in the past.

     

We have four options;

1. Fell the tree
2. Reduce the crown (height and 

width of the tree)
3. Cable bracing i.e. fasten one 

branch to another to provide 
more support – although this 
can damage the tree

4. Create an exclusion zone with 
dead hedging etc so the public 
will quite naturally walk around 
the danger zone.

The latter is the favoured option in 
Highbury. We want to preserve as 
many of our ancient trees as we can!
We hope you are in agreement with 
this policy, too. AMG

Can  you  help  our  furry  flying
friends?

In  August  we  enjoyed  a  fantastic
evening  in  the  park  with  Brumbats
when  over  50  adults  and  children
explored  the  twilight  world  of  bats,
locating them with the help of hand
held bat detectors.

We were thrilled to see so many bats
in  the  park  and  plan  to  purchase
some bat boxes to help house them.
A bat box costs approximately £25. If
you  would  like  to  help  fund  one
please let us know. We also plan to
purchase a kestrel box to provide a
nesting site for kestrels at Highbury.



Wildlife Walk. 21.9.2015

As the sun rose above the tree tops and
the  dew  on  the  ground  began  to
evaporate,  four  of  us,  led  by  Paul
Anthony set out walking up towards the
Henburys, we could hear warblers, robins
and blackbirds calling and singing in the
trees. In the background was the hum of
a train rumbling along the railway line on
the far side of the park.

At  the  Henburys,  where  the  man-made
pond is fed by natural spring water,  we
saw  a  moorhen  scuttling  towards  the
protection  of  the  over-hanging  tree
branches.  A red-breasted  bullfinch  flew
above us. 

We  saw  goldcrest  and  parakeet  and
heard the tap,  tapping of  a nuthatch or
woodpecker.  Magpies  and  crows  called
out in a chorus above us. In the wooded
area  nearby  we  saw  marsh-mallows,
yarrow, ox-eye daisies and comfrey. We
saw  berries  forming  in  abundance
including blackberries, elder berries, yew
and  holly.  Leaves  were  turning  varying
shades of  orange, red,  yellow and gold
as  Autumn  began  to  take  hold  in  the
park.

Gail Pittaway

Autumn Tree Walk. 
17.10.2015.

The  autumn-coloured  leaves
fluttered from the trees to the earth
as Tony Sames led 12 of us around
the  park  for  Autumn  Tree  Walk.
Fruits  burst  from  the  branches,  a
bright display of various varieties of
red  and  purple  berries  and  crab
apples.

We meandered along the main drive
and up through the Henbury’s wood,
identifying tree species en route. We
were amazed at how many species
exist in the park. Some obvious, our
ancient oak trees, ash, beech, holly.
Some  much  less  obvious  such  as
false acacia, unusual hornbeam and
lime varieties including our splendid
silver pendent lime tree.

The Henbury’s woodland comprises
a large number of ancient trees and
Tony  described  it  as  an  entity  that
has  developed  its  own  life  and  is
self-managing;  a  lovely  way  of
describing  such  a  beautiful  small
piece of woodland.

Highbury Park Friends
C/o York Supplies
55-57 Balaclava Road
Kings Heath, 
Birmingham  B14 7SD




