
This guide will show you some of the park’s

secret corners, layers of history and wildlife. 

Highbury Park, on the border of the suburbs of Kings

Heath and Moseley, is one of the largest but least

known of Birmingham’s parks. English Heritage have

named it a Garden of Special Historic Significance and

there are two Sites of Local Importance for Nature 

Conservation within it.

We are still learning about the park so if you feel inspired,
let us know about your discoveries to put in the next guide.

To find out more about Highbury Park: 
Kings Heath Floral Trail 

www.kingsheathfloraltrail.com
Kings Heath Centre Partnership

www.enjoykingsheath.com
Highbury Park Friends

www.highburyparkfriends.org.uk
Birmingham Parks Ranger Service

www.birmingham.gov.uk/parkrangers
Highbury 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/highbury
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particularly native species, are full of
life! A rotting tree, standing or lying
down provides food for hundreds of
our rarest small creatures, including
the lesser stag beetle and they in
turn are food for mammals, birds
and amphibians.

Highbury

‘A quality Victorian

House and a 

quality Victorian

garden surviving

together is an 

extremely rare 

occurrence, not only in Birmingham, but in any major

industrial centre.’ (Highbury Park Historic Landscape Appraisal (2009) - Phillada Ballard)

Joseph Chamberlain, well-known Birmingham and 

national politician, built Highbury in 1880 and 
commissioned Edward Milner to design the grounds. 
The family added a model farm and created many small
garden areas. Next to the mansion there was a 
conservatory with a marble fountain, a fernery and then 
25 glasshouses housing Chamberlain’s celebrated orchid
collection. The glasshouses were demolished in 1940 
and Chamberlain House was built.

The Henburys

This is the oldest

estate in the park

dating back to at

least the 1700’s.

The original
entrance to the
estate is now the  Alcester Road entrance to the park. 

In 1826 there was a 7 bedroom house, dairy, brewhouse,
stables for 6 horses, a coach house, farmhouse and out-
buildings, saddle house, labourers room, pigeonhouse,
cow and pighouses, a greenhouse and a hothouse.

During the late 1800’s the estate became part of Uffculme.
A small portion of the Henburys survived into the 1960’s as
a park café known as ‘The Bunkums’. The last building to
be demolished was the farm outhouse in the 1980’s. All
that remains now is the wall, Henbury Pond and some of
the planting e.g. the old hollies near the allotments and
the flat ground that was once a croquet and tennis lawn.

Part of the Henbury’s estate was purchased by the 
Birmingham Civic Society for use as playing fields and 
public park.

Uffculme 

The Uffculme 

Estate 

was built by

Richard 

Cadbury, 

the chocolate 

manufacturer, in 1891. In 1916 part of the Uffculme 
estate was presented by the Cadburys to the City. In 
1921 the former Henburys part of the estate, became a
public park.  

Highbury Park was created in 1933 from the

joining together of three historic estates;

Henburys, Highbury and Uffculme

Be involved!

There are lots of ways to be
involved in the park. An annual

programme of activities and

events is organised by Highbury

Park Friends. There are regular
wildlife walks throughout the
year. A new community orchard

is being established using grafted
fruit trees taken from Highbury’s
original walled kitchen garden.
There is also an established
demonstration and training area
for bee-keeping.

The Highbury Estate was partly gifted to the people of
Birmingham by the Chamberlain family and partly bought
by public donations. It is administered by the Highbury
Trust for charitable purposes (See HPF and Moseley 

Community Development Trust websites for up to date 
information). Much of the grounds are now part of 
Highbury Park.

There are more than 70 different kinds of tree within

the park, ranging from native species such as oak and ash,
to exotic specimens planted as part of the garden estates.
Some of the oaks are more than 200 years old. They were
part of the farming landscape and you can still see lines of
oaks where there used to be hedgerows. Even dead trees, 

43 species of birds have

been spotted so far. Crows

are very evident and do their
best to chase off buzzards

and sparrowhawks. The many
holes in trees provide food
and nestsites for nuthatch,
treecreeper, tits and wood-

pecker. The rare and elusive
lesser spotted woodpecker has been spotted high in the
trees, as well as the green woodpecker. Gold, green and
chaffinches are common. The bramble provides cover for
wrens and more open grassy areas are good hunting
ground for thrushes and starlings. The ponds support 
mallard ducks, moorhen, heron and kingfisher. 

Flora and Fauna in the Park

Discover Highbury Park

Native Bluebell

(Hyacinthoides non-scripta)

Nuthatch (Sitta europaea)

Lesser Stag Beetle

(Dorcus parallelipipedus)
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Railway

The line was built in 1840 and ran from 
Birmingham to Gloucester. There used 
to be stations in both Kings Heath and
Moseley. They both closed in 1942, but
the line is still used at present for freight.
Running parallel to the railway and the
park are Highbury Allotments.

Henbury Pond

The oldest pond in the park is Henbury

Pond, dating back at least 200 years. It is 
a haven for wildlife, with frogs, damselflies,
waterbeetles, water snails (12 species!) 
and sticklebacks. Heron and kingfisher 
feed here. 

Silver Pendent 

Lime

has heart-shaped 
leaves which are 

silver underneath and 
shimmer in the wind.

Woodland Walk

Off the main path, why not
take a wander through the

Woodland Walk - in Late
Spring the area is a mass of

wild flowers including
native bluebells, pignut, cow

parsley, greater stitchwort

and speedwell.

Ancient Hedgerow

A line of hedgerow with oak, ash,

hawthorn, privet and a beautiful
field maple, near to the car park.
Dog's Mercury, a plant usually 
associated with ancient woodland 
is also found to be growing here. 

Hay Meadow

For the last few years, the mowers have been
banned from this area allowing the grasses and
flowers to bloom before being cut at the end of
Summer. There are 10 species of grass as well as
Lady’s Smock and 3 sorts of buttercup.

Shuttuck Stream

The park is a valley with 
the Shuttuck Stream flowing 
westwards to join with the River Rea.
Water Shrimp may be seen in the stream.

If you spot any signs of pollution in the water,
please ring the Environment Agency free 24
hour hotline: 0800 807060

Plant motifs carved on
the Gate Lodge pillars.

Ornamental Tree and Shrub Area

Here you can find a wide variety of specimen
trees including Purple Oak, Persian Ironwood,

Snowdrop Tree, Cappadocian Maple and the
amazing Monkey Puzzle tree which is a ‘living
fossil’ having been around for 25 million years. 

Self guided tree trails are available from  
Highbury Park Friends and Floral Trail websites.

Pinetum

The pinetum was
planted with 30 species
of conifer in 1993. It 
includes a line of 22
Wellingtonias which in
their native America
will grow enormous
and live for 3000 years.

Trio of gardens

Over a hundred years ago, Joseph
Chamberlain, who was passionate
about plants, developed gardens
within gardens throughout his estate.
Here there was an Italian garden, a
rock garden and a Dutch garden.

Beech Copse

The beech copse was part of the design for the
Highbury Estate. It is thanks to the vision of
the designer that more than 100 years later we
can appreciate its beauty. A bit different to the
instant gardens favoured today. 

Old Oak

The oldest tree in the

park may have been 

a seedling in the early

1700’s. It now has a
girth of 530 cm. Oaks

are home to hundreds
of invertebrates which 

provide food for bats 
and woodpeckers.

If you look over the
wall by Uffculme in
Queensbridge Road

you will see an ancient
yew tree. Was this the
tree mentioned as an
old boundary marker
and giving rise to the
name Yew Tree Road?  

Monkey Puzzle (Araucaria araucana)

Yew (Taxus baccata)

Field Maple (Acer campestre)

Greater Stitchwort

(Stellaria holostea)

Large Red Damselfly

(Pyrrhosoma nymphula)

Silver Pendent Lime (Tilia petiolaris)

Water Shrimp

(Gammarus pulex)

Common Beech (Fagus sylvatica)
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Ridge and Furrow

Spot corrugated land  within
the park. These ridges are the
remains of ancient ploughed
furrows some dating back to 
medieval times.
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