
Highbury Park is a mosaic of scrub, mature woodland,
marsh, stream, ponds, grassland and ornamental gardens.
The diversity found within the park provides habitat for
the common bird species that make up the majority of
Britain's birdlife. In an average year, fifty plus species 
will visit Highbury Park. Of these, thirty six have bred or 
attempted to breed since the millennium. 

Highbury Park, on the border of 

the suburbs of Kings Heath and

Moseley, is one of the largest of 

Birmingham’s parks. The park was created 

from the joining together of three historic 

estates; Henburys, Highbury and Uffculme.

The rich and diverse landscape of Highbury Park 

provides an ideal habitat for a wide range of bird 

species and reflects the importance of green spaces 

and wildlife corridors in an urban setting. Within the

park there are two designated Sites of Local 

Importance for Nature Conservation as well as

sensitively managed areas including the 

Hay Meadow and the Community Orchard,

which aim to encourage and promote a wider diversity of

flora and fauna. 

To find out more about Highbury Park: 
Highbury Park Friends

www.highburyparkfriends.org.uk

Birmingham Parks Ranger Service

www.birmingham.gov.uk/parkrangers

Highbury 

www.birmingham.gov.uk/highbury

Leaflet funded by:                   

Since 2006, regular surveys of the bird species of Highbury

Park have been undertaken. These bird sightings and 

collated observations provide valuable data and enable us

to build a detailed picture of the current status of many of

our well-known birds (as well as some newcomers!) that 

may be seen throughout the year. An online publication,

The Birds of Highbury Park by Paul Anthony is available

on the Highbury Park Friends website.
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A diverse habitat for birds

R Resident

W Winter Resident

S Summer Resident

V Visitor

V

Next time you are visiting Highbury Park, why not see

how many birds you can identify? Whatever time of the

year you visit there is always something to see! Tick off

your sightings in the boxes below. 

Grey Heron

R Canada Goose

R Mallard

R Sparrowhawk

V Common Buzzard

R Kestrel

V Peregrine Falcon

R Moorhen

V Black Headed Gull

V Lesser Black

Headed Gull 

V Herring Gull

R Stock Dove

R Wood Pigeon

V Collared Dove

R Ring-necked 

Parakeet

R Tawny Owl

V Swift

V Kingfisher

R Greater Spotted 

Woodpecker

R Lesser Spotted

Woodpecker

V Swallow

V House Martin

R Robin

R Blackbird

W Fieldfare

R Song Thrush

W Redwing

R Mistle Thrush

S Garden Warbler

S Blackcap

S Chiffchaff

S Willow Warbler

R Goldcrest

R Long Tailed Tit

R Coal Tit

R Blue Tit

R Great Tit

R Nuthatch

R Tree Creeper

R Jay

R Magpie

R Jackdaw

R Carrion Crow

V Raven

V Starling

V Grey Wagtail

V Pied Wagtail

W Brambling

R Chaffinch

R Greenfinch 

R Goldfinch

W Siskin

R Green Woodpecker

R Wren

R Dunnock

W Redpoll

R Bullfinch

Bird Surveys

Be involved!

This guide aims to inspire you to step out on a walking and

exploring journey around the park, to see which birds you

might see (and hear) as you go along. Let us know what

you have identified - we would love to hear from you! 

Or why not join one of the regular guided wildlife walks?

Please check park notice boards and website for details.

Many birds are resident and can be seen throughout the

year; others, such as warblers are summer migrants, 

arriving from Africa early spring and staying until late 

August.  These birds exploit the lengthening hours of day-

light and an abundance of insect prey. Winter thrushes

from northern Europe, like redwings and fieldfares turn up

early December and will remain until late March. Often

there is an overlap and both winter and summer migrants

can be seen on the same day.

The park is home to more than a dozen families of birds.

These include tits, finches, woodpeckers, thrushes, corvids

(crows), doves, wildfowl, hawks, falcons and even exotic

species, like the ring-necked parakeet. Highbury Park is

one of only two locations in the West Midlands where they

are known to be present. All are here because the park

provides habitat suitable to feed and breed. Some are 

secretive and rarely seen. They are usually hidden by leaf

cover, feeding high up in the tree canopy and can only be

located by call. Others are less shy and can be seen ground

feeding or flying from tree to tree, like the greater spotted

woodpecker.

Buzzard feather

(Buteo buteo)

Since the last quarter of the nineteenth century, when

local records were first collated, more than one hundred

species of birds have been observed in the area. Many,

like the cuckoo and nightingale, are long gone, lost in 

the early years of the twentieth century, as pressure for

land to house a growing population meant the destruction

of traditional nest sites. However, others now present,

were once locally rare. Birds like the carrion crow and the

impressive common buzzard, once considered vermin and

hunted accordingly, have thrived because of the

broadleaved woodland found here.



Railway

Railway corridors are excellent nature

reserves as they are relatively 

undisturbed. The railway cutting is a

mixture of relict heath; scrub and

birch. The softwood attracts a number

of insect eating birds such as lesser 

spotted woodpeckers, tits, the

mouse like treecreeper and warblers.

Woodland Walk

There are several layers of habitat

found along here. Crows and magpies

favour the treetops but they also stay

apart. It is also a good area to see

stock doves. They can be identified by

the green metallic flash on the side of

their necks.

There are several greater spotted

woodpeckers in the park and this a

good place to see them.

Shy birds like wrens and dunnocks

are found in the bramble, where there

is low dense cover.

Ancient Hedgerow

A number of bird species occupy

this woodland margin. By day

tawny owls hide in the ivy. These

nocturnal birds appear at dusk

hunting for small rodents. Ivy is

used by many birds to nest, search

for prey and roost.  

Other species include robins,

blackbirds, blue and great tits

and willow warblers. They are

similar in appearance to the olive

brown chiffchaffs but their call is

more of a descending trill.

Pinetum

Coal tits favour coniferous and evergreen

trees. They are about the size of a blue tit

but are browny-grey, with a black crown

and a white patch below the crown. They

share this habitat with goldcrests; our

smallest native bird. Goldcrests have a

tinny, single note contact call.

Trio of gardens

Within the location of the original Italian 

garden, rock garden and Dutch garden

created by Joseph Chamberlain on his

Highbury estate, is a good area to see

treecreepers. As the name suggests,

they are restless birds. They climb the

trunk and branches of trees, probing the

bark and behind the ivy with their long

curved bill. 

Chaffinches arrive early Autumn 

to feed on the beechmast. 

Starlings can be seen foraging

amongst the leaf litter. This is 

also the best area to view the

corvid roost. In Winter, hundreds 

of crows, magpies and jackdaws

can be seen gathering in the tree

tops above the Long Pool.  

Old   Oak

Jays are secretive birds that are found in a variety

of woodland. It is their association though with

acorns and oak trees that is compelling. Jays 

collect acorns, which they bury and feed on

throughout the year. However, not all of the

acorns are recovered. Those left in the ground

germinate and grow into oak trees. It is possible

this 300 year old oak tree began life this way. 
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Discover Birds of Highbury Park     

Ridge and Furrow

Within the area of these ancient

ploughed furrows there is always

something of seasonal interest;

winter attracts redwings, fieldfares

and the occasional mistle thrush

and song thrush. Mixed flocks of

sixty plus birds are not uncommon

from February until early April.
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Hay Meadow

10

Park Boundary and

Community Orchard

This area of open clearing

alongside mature deciduous

woodland provides habitat

for many species including

finches, wrens, robins,

green woodpeckers and

nuthatches. Nuthatches

may be seen moving up or

down exposed branches or

trunks, always descending

head first. As the Summer

approaches, this is the best

area in the park to hear the

dawn and evening chorus.

10

Henbury Pond

Mid March and the water 

bubbles like a jacuzzi as 

hundreds of frogs make 

their way here to spawn. 

This attracts predators like 

the grey heron. Moorhens breed both

here and on the Long Pool, most years

raising three broods. If you are lucky, 

a kingfisher may also be seen!  
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March, April
Return of Chiffchaffs and Blackcaps - Orchard

Mistle Thrush breed

Sparrowhawks and Buzzards will display in the skies

on warm days

May
Dawn and Evening 

Chorus (Blackbirds and

Song Thrush particularly

vocal!) - Park Boundary

Most birds will be nesting

June, July
First generation of chicks

will have fledged

Some birds have already

laid second clutch

August
Breeding season is over; time to build up fat reserves

before dispersing to wintering grounds 

Summer migrants prepare to leave. 

Some may fly at night, navigating by the stars, 

others along natural features like rivers

September, October
Mixed flocks of tits and finches merge. Goldfinches

are the most common, with flocks of up to 30 birds

Long Tailed Tits may be seen in the tree foliage 

Robins are singing

November, December
Wrens and Dunnocks are vulnerable to sudden cold

If the ponds are frozen Grey Heron and Kingfisher

will migrate to areas of open water or the coast 

Goldfinch and Greenfinch Winter roost

Fieldfare

(Turdus pilaris)

Goldcrest

(Regulus regulus)

Tawny Owl

(Strix aluco) Great Tit

(Parus major)

Greater Spotted Woodpecker

(Dendrocopus major)

Grey Heron

(Ardea cinerea)

Kingfisher

(Acedo atthis)

Nuthatch

(Sitta europaea)

Beech Copse

Jay

(Garrulus glandarius)

Shuttuck 

Stream


