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Highbury Trees
Advance notice: our AGM
The Highbury Park Friends
AGM will take place this
year at Moseley Exchange
on Tuesday July 4th at
7.00pm. More details to
follow but please put the
date in your diary now.

The bad news……….
Park users were very sad to see the
devastation wreaked by storm Doris
in February, including trees down on
the railway line at the back of the
park. As usual, any trees that
were left in a dangerous condition
will be made safe and we will be
leaving the dead wood from fallen
trees in situ.
And the good news………..

Spring in Highbury Park

Chamberlain Highbury
Trust
A number of HPF members
attended a consultation meeting
with the CHT in February to
discuss proposals for the estate.
The feedback from the event will
be posted on our website in the
near future.

The Birmingham and Black Country
Wildlife Trust has recently donated
200 trees to Highbury Park. The
oak, field-maple and hazel trees
have been planted by volunteers in
the woods near the car park that
form part of our nature improvement
area. The Trust has also donated a
variety of wild flower seeds to
enhance the hay meadow.

We searched for ancient pieces of
stone, remnants of the burnt
mounds in the stream. We
heard about the aims of Highbury
Orchard Project from Liz Wright and
we had a talk about Highbury Hall
and the Chamberlains by Les
Sparks, Chair of the Chamberlain
Highbury
Trust. Finally
we
enjoyed refreshments
and
an
opportunity to purchase MaryAnn’s publication “Hidden Histories
Hidden Histories Heritage
Walk, Highbury Park 12.3.17 – A Spotter’s Guide to the British
Landscape.”
Mary-Ann Ochota, archaeologist,
author and TV presenter on Time Our thanks go to; Alf Dimmock
Team,
together
with Alf and Mary-Ann Ochota for leading
Dimmock, Senior Park Ranger, the event, Liz Wright and Les
led a heritage walk around Sparks for their input; everyone who
Highbury with approximately 45 attended, and who generously
participants. Mary-Ann explained donated to HPF raising £51.05
the differences in approach towards funding our work.
between the Henbury’s use of
land for farming and that of the Gail Pittaway, HPF Committee.
Chamberlain’s, who desired a With thanks to Brian Goodkin for the
rural idyll. She gave us a pictures
fascinating insight into the
mysteries of the Highbury Park
landscape, including the ridge
and furrow of Mediaeval strip
farming, the ancient hedges and
ditches
used
for
marking
boundaries
and
the
burnt
mounds employed during the
early Bronze Age for communal
cooking and eating.
Alf showed us the many ancient
oak trees in the park and
explained the benefits to wildlife
of leaving deceased trees in
place, in addition to coppicing,
dead hedge laying and wicker
weaving.

Walk the night with
Brumbats
13th April 2017

Learn about lichens with
Ellen Pisolkar.
March 25th 2017

27 adults and children braved a
cold Spring evening to locate the
bats of Highbury Park. Chris from
Brumbats shared some basic bat
facts.

•
•
BaBats in the UK - total 18 species;
an111 species are found in the West
MidMidlands
• Bats fly with their hands
• Bats are mammals
• Bats are protected under law
• Bats have eyes
• Bats eat insects

What is a lichen? 18 people
assembled in the Park to learn that
lichens can grow on any surface e.g.
the bark of a tree, if there is enough
water and sun. Their spores are
blown by the wind and they are
formed by a symbiotic relationship
between a fungus and algae. 2000
species grow in the UK, 19,000
After an entertaining role-play to world wide, and about 15 species in
demonstrate how bats catch the park.
insects and fly (with the help of
some younger members of the Lichens do not damage trees.
group) we formed a procession Ellen informed us that if trees are
around the park with our torches covered in lichens, it is an indication
and hand held bat detectors. As that air quality is good. We
the night grew darker and the explored lichens at four different
outlines of the trees less distinct, locations in the park and were
we were rewarded with lots of surprised at both how prolific and
sightings of common pipistrelle beautiful they were. Some of the
and soprano pipistrelle bats species we spotted included:
above the long pond. A great Xanthoria – a yellow lichen in big
patches
evening.
Physcia - grey green with tiny
Many thanks to Brumbats and whiskers
Dean Paul of the Park Ranger Candeleriella -with lobes when
viewed through a lens
service.
Ramalina - grey
A fascinating morning – with thanks
to Ellen

Nature notes
Look up for flowers
Highbury Park is bursting with
flowers but most people miss them
because they expect to see flowers
at ground level. Looking up into
the trees will reveal the lime green
flowers of Norway Maple, black
dotted flowers of Ash and soon the
spires of pink and white Horse
Chestnut flowers. Throughout the
park there are small elm trees that
have pinkish flowers along their
twigs.
Persian Ironwood. There are two
Persian Ironwood (Parrotia persica)
trees near the lodge and now is a
good time to admire their tangled
branches which become fused as
they touch. Critically endangered
in the wild (the mountains of
Northern Iran and the southern
Caucasus) the wood is very dense
and has been used to construct
bridges.
EMP

Events
April 29th. 10.30am – 12.30pm.
Wildlife Walk with Paul Anthony.
May 24th. 11.00am – 2.00pm.
Balsam picking work party.
May 27th. 10.30am – 12.30pm
Wildflower-meadow walk with Tony
Sames.
June 25th. 10.00am – 1.00pm
Balsam picking work party.
July 4th. 7.00pm.
AGM. Moseley Exchange.
July 22nd. 10.30am – 12.30pm.
Medicinal plants that grow in the
park. Nicky Peterson.
Woodland Wednesdays
with Alf Dimmock, Senior Park
Ranger. Meet in the car park.
11.00am on the following dates;
April 26th, May 3rd, May 10th, May
23rd, May 31st
Walking meditation. Every Friday
morning. 10.30am – 12.00pm at
Highbury Park. Organized by the
Park Ranger Service.
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