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Welcome to our October
bulletin
Autumn has well and truly arrived. A
lot has happened at Highbury over
the last few months and we hope
you enjoy reading about all our
activities. The park is looking
fantastic at the minute so we hope
you manage to get out and enjoy
the wonderful array of autumn
colours. Why not join us on our
Autumn Tree Walk on October 20th
at 11.00am?

Gardens Trust
Highbury

Event

at

Over 40 delegates from around the
country attended The Gardens
Trust AGM on 2nd September.
Tours of the western and eastern
circuits of the grounds were given
by Anne Gilbert, Gail Pittaway and
Ellen Pisolkar from Highbury Park
Friends and CHT trustee Alison
Millward. We received very helpful
feedback about the grounds from
participants

Heritage day at Highbury took place
on September 26th this year with a
World War 1 theme. HPF held a stall
and we enjoyed meeting up with a
number of our members. The day
proved very popular with those who
attended.

The Big
24.8.2018

Butterfly

Count.

A number of Friends came to help
count our butterflies at this event led
by Senior Park Ranger, Alf
Dimmock. We spotted;Speckled Wood x8, Gatekeeper
x1, Meadow Brown x2, Large White
x2, Small White x1, Grasshopper
x1. We sent the records to
Ecorecord
and
Butterfly
Conservation.
A big thank you to everyone who
helped.

Our AGM
Thanks to everyone who attended
our AGM on September 26th. It was
a lively and friendly event. The
following were re-elected to the
committee: Anne Gilbert, Gail
Pittaway, Charles Barnwell, Paul
Gaynor, Paul Anthony, Helen
Brown. Rosemary Dewar is also
joining us as a new committee
member. Thanks were given to
John Madgwick who has stepped
down. We listened to a summary
of activities and issues on behalf of
the committee. Details of the talk by
our guest speaker appear below.

The
Chamberlains,
the
expansion of Kings Heath,
and the landscaping of
Highbury. AGM Talk by
Maureen Perrie
Maureen Perrie’s talk at the AGM
explained how the Chamberlains’
attitude towards the location of
Highbury changed as Kings Heath
expanded at the end of the
nineteenth
century.

The next stage in suburbanisation
occurred with the building of mass
housing on the Grange estate, on
the far side of the railway line. In
1893 Richard Cadbury bought the
Henburys estate, on the near side of
the railway, as a buffer between
Uffculme and the proposed new
development. He rented the eastern
part of the Henburys to Joe
Chamberlain, who planted rows of
trees along the railway line to screen
the new houses from view from
Highbury.
Although the new buildings were
fairly distant from their house, the
Chamberlains felt that their privacy
had been invaded, and that their
enjoyment of Highbury had been
spoiled. Maureen suggested that
they reacted in this way because the
spread of the suburbs threatened
their self-image as the proprietors of
a true country home.

Maureen’s talk was partly based on
her
chapter
in
a
recent
book, Gardens and Green Spaces in
the West Midlands since 1700,
edited by Malcolm Dick and Elaine
When Highbury was built in 1878, Mitchell (University of Hertfordshire
Moor Green was still largely Press, 2018, paperback, 228 pages,
rural. The
first
sign
of price
£16.99).
suburbanisation came when the
Chamberlains acquired a ‘next-door
neighbour’:
in
1890
Richard A big thank you to Maureen for her
Cadbury bought land immediately talk and write up.
adjoining Highbury for his Uffculme
estate. The Chamberlains greatly
resented this intrusion; they viewed
the Cadburys’ house as ‘hideous’,
and tried to hide it with planting
along their boundary.

and cottages all located within 'the
estate' dating back to the mid 1700s
in some cases and providing homes
and livelihoods to many families over
Have you ever wondered who, if
the ensuing years.
any, were the Chamberlains'
neighbours during the 19th and Sadly there is little evidence of many
early 20th centuries? A group of of these properties today, although
HPF members and interested some remain in existence serving
locals took
a
guided
tour in much different uses including the
August around what is known as Brittannic Assurance building, which
The Moor Green Estate.
is now luxury apartments, and

Highbury's Neighbours. The
Moor Green Estate

We learnt how Moor Green Hall,
which was formerly located on Moor
Green Lane opposite the junction
with Yew Tree Road, had been
home to Arthur Chamberlain, chair
of Kynochs, a chemical company in
Birmingham, and brother of Joseph
Chamberlain.

Pitmaston, which is currently home
to the Church of Scientology.
For more information on the historic
places and landscape of the Moor
Green Estate please visit: 'People
and Places around Moor Green' and
'Brittannic Assurance - Moor Green
Memories' by Reg Monk, all located
on the Moseley Society website.
Notes from the guided tour,
containing lots more information
about properties in the area, are
posted on the Highbury Park Friends
website.

As we progressed along Moor
Green Lane towards Russell Road,
we came to Pitmaston, previously
the Ideal Benefit Society and before
that home to a much older house
and estate belonging to John Gail Pittaway HPF.
Charles Holder, JP, complete with
lake and cascades and a 10.25
gauge miniature railway track.
On the opposite side, in the
grounds of what became Brittannic
Assurance, was Moor Green
House, a sizeable 21 room home to
John Charles Holder's son, Henry,
his wife and 4 children. In addition
to these grand houses, there is
evidence of a number of farms

NNature Notes

Events

Persian Ironwood
Parrotia persica.

Woodland Wednesdays
Woodland
Wednesday
events
continue at Highbury on October
10th, October 17th, October 24th
and October 31st. Meet in the car
park at 11.00am. Please wear
suitable footwear and bring work
gloves if you have them. We are
currently working on the Millennium
plantation,
coppicing
and
underplanting with wild flowers.
Contact Senior Park Ranger Alf
Dimmock for further info.
alf_dimmock@birmingham.gov.uk

Highbury Park has two Parrotia trees
near the lodge – one on a single
stem and the other is a tangle with
branches that cross and fuse
together – a delightful place
to hide.
Now is the time to
appreciate the vibrant autumn
colours. In the depths of winter,
look close and you will see the tiny
red flowers. Its wood is extremely
hard, good for making tool handles
and will even sink. Unfortunately
the forests in Iran, Parrotia’s native
habitat, are now endangered. EMP.

October 20th. 11.00am.
Join us on an Autumn Walk around
the Tree Trail with Senior Park
Ranger Alf Dimmock. The autumn
colours will be lovely. Everyone
welcome. Free of charge. Please
wear footwear suitable for walking
over uneven ground. Meet in the
car park.

November
12.30pm.

1st.

11.00am

-

Mindful of Trees. An event for
children and their adults with Park
Ranger, Jan Tomlinson. Meet in the
car park. Everyone welcome. Free
of charge.

Highbury Park Friends
C/o York Supplies
55 – 57 Waterloo Road
Kings Heath
Birmingham B14 7SD
www.highburyparkfriends.org.uk

