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From Winter to Spring
Lots of us enjoyed the second bout of
snowy weather at Highbury In March
when there were lots of snow
sculptures to admire and the
Henburys pond froze in the sub-zero
temperatures, but everyone was
delighted when Spring finally arrived
in April. What a difference a few
weeks can make. The park is now
bursting with pink and white blossoms
and the yellow flowers of daffodlils,
celandines and primroses.

We will be launching the new
Highbury Tree Trail on June 11th.
There are a number of events
planned to support the launch. They
are listed at the end of this bulletin.
We hope you will be able to join us at
some of them.

News from the Chamberlain
Highbury Trust
After many hours of work from
trustees and consultants, the
CHT finally submitted their revised
Round
1
application
to the
Heritage Lottery Fund on the 15th
March. They are seeking a grant of
£3.35 million against a project cost
of £7.5 million. We will hear in June
if the Round 1 bid is successful and
if the submission can progress to
Round 2. We will keep you updated.
In March, Birmingham City Council
agreed that the lease would run for
about 125 years. The wheels are
now in motion to get the formalities
organized.

Litter

Henburys Wall - before

Until last year we had a Park Ranger
who picked up litter and kept the park
spotless for us. His post was
abolished. Since then we have
struggled to keep the park clean.

In a previous bulletin we featured
the terrible graffiti adorning the
Henburys Wall, one of the oldest
heritage features in the park

A few of the HPF committee have
done some litter picking recently, and
it gave us the opportunity to chat with
members of the public about the litter
problem. A number of people stopped
and said "Thank you very much for
doing this for us". Several individuals
thought we shouldn't litter pick as it
lets the Council off the hook and if we
continue to keep the park looking
clean and tidy no one will know the
real extent of the problem. Most of the
litter was cans, plastic bottles and
sweet wrappers but we also found
items of clothing and all sorts of other
odd things.

And after

We are pleased to report the wall
was cleaned in January and is now
a graffiti free zone. Thanks to Mike
Hinton of the Parks Department for
So where do you stand on the issue? his help
Would you like us to organise more
regular litter picks and are you willing
to help? Do you think we should just
ignore litter? We'd love to hear your
views.

Gardens and Green Spaces
Book Launch
This new book includes an article, by
HPF member Maureen Perrie, which
discusses the landscaping of the
three component estates of Highbury
Park, as well as a section on Moseley
Hall.
Details of the launch and book
https://www.herts.ac.uk/uhpress/events
https://www.herts.ac.uk/uhpress/bookscontent/gardens-and-green-spaces-in-the-westmidlands-since-1700

PS. Since this picture was taken
more graffiti tags have appeared on
the other side of the wall. We will
submit another request for their
removal. If anyone knows whom
the graffiti tag "Vegboy" belongs to,
please let us know!

Farewell
Poplars

to

our

Lombardy A new home for our flying
furry friends

The Lombardy Poplars on the main
path down from the A435 have finally
got the chop. The Parks Department
decided they were too dangerous to
keep and contractors have felled
them. We hope, in due course, to
plant something to replace them.

HPF would like to extend a big
thank you to Ruth Greene and the
Greene family for their donation of a
bat box. This will be put in place in
the Henbury's Wood alongside our
other boxes and we are certain our
bats will be delighted with it!
If you haven't seen our Highbury
bats yet, our annual bat walk with
Brumbats is on May 9th this year
from 8.30pm - 10.00pm

Nature Improvement Area
Work continues on our Nature
Improvement Area, next to the car
park. The Birmingham and Black
Country Wildlife Trust has donated
primroses and native daffodils which
were recently planted by volunteers.
The plan is for them to spead and
naturalise. We hope you enjoy them.

Opportunities for
volunteering
If you have a few spare hours and
would like to help Highbury Park
Friends, please get in touch. We
always welcome offers of help and
will do our best to match you with
something you would like to do. We
would really like someone to help
with our bulletins and mailings ,
organising events, including litter
picking and various other tasks. Our
contact details are at the end of this
bulletin

HPF Events programme
April 26th. Talk by Peter Marsh
"Highbury - a life history".
Peter is Professor Emeritus History,
Birmingham University and author of
several biographical books on the life
and work of Joseph Chamberlain.
7.30pm. Moseley Exchange.
May 9th. Walk the night with
Brumbats.
8.30pm - 10.00pm. Meet in the car
park for our annual bat walk. Bring a
torch. Dress warmly and please wear
footwear suitable for uneven ground.
Children particularly welcome, with
their adults.
June 11th. Highbury Tree Trail
launch.
The long awaited launch of our new
Tree Trail will be held at Highbury
Hall. Refreshments from 6.00pm.
Event runs 6.30pm - 8.00pm.
June 17th. Highbury Tree Trail
Launch: A sensory earth walk for
children and their adults with
Rosemary Dewar. 11.00am 12.30pm. Meet in the car park

September 16th. Heritage Day
event at Highbury
September 26th. Highbury Park
Friends AGM.
Moseley Exchange. 7.00pm

Walking Meditation with the
Park Ranger Service
Every Friday morning from 10.30am
- 12.30pm, starting April 6th. A free
introduction to walking as a form of
meditation and relaxation.
Meditation can increase
environmental awareness and
promote a sense of well being and
social cohesion. Everyone is
welcome and the event is free of
charge. Wear sturdy footwear and
dress appropriately for the weather.
Meet at the A435 entrance to the
park

Woodland Wednesdays with
the Park Ranger Service with
Alf Dimmock
April 25th: Early flowers in
the Highbury Hay Meadow
Meet in the car park at 11.00am

July 14th. Explore the Tree Trail
with Tony Sames.
10.30am - 12.30pm. Meet in the car
park.
August 11th. Highbury's
Neighbours: A historical walk
around the Moor Green Estate with
Gail Pittaway.
10.30am - 12.00pm
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