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New Year Greetings
We wish everyone a happy, peaceful
and contented 2017. Thanks for all
your support last year. We look forward
to keeping in touch with you and
hopefully seeing you at some of our
events during the year.
Save our Parks
If you haven't completed the survey
about the 2017 Birmingham City
Council budget, then please do so
before January 18th. The important
thing is to place Parks within your
priority 5 areas in the survey and click
"completely disagree" with proposals to
cut our park rangers and restrict park
rangers from working with groups of
volunteers. These proposals would
have a very adverse effect on
Highbury, and we hope you will voice
your protest against them whilst the
consultation is still open. The survey is
available
to
complete
on
the
Birmingham City Council website
A new protocol for the Highbury
Estate
In
November
the
Chamberlain
Highbury Trust attended the City
Council’s
Trusts
and
Charities
Committee that is responsible for
managing
the
Highbury
Estate.
The Trusts and Charities Committee
has asked the CHT to take on the
responsibility for approving all

actions undertaken by any group on
the Highbury Estate.
The protocol will be reviewed
regularly with the community groups
who are active at Highbury which
include Highbury Park Friends, the
Parks
Department,
Highbury
Community Orchard, Four Seasons
Gardening
Project
and
the Birmingham Beekeepers.
Highbury Park Friends welcomes this
new initiative that will hopefully
lead to improved co-ordination
of developments on the Estate
Events programme 2017
February 18th. Wildlife walk with
Paul Anthony. 10.30am - 12.30pm
March 11th. Learn about lichens with
Ellen Pisolkar.10.30am-11.30am
April 13th. Bat Night. Walk the night
with Brumbats. 8.00pm.
Bring a torch. Children especially
welcome
April 29th. Wildlife walk with Paul
Anthony
10.30am - 12.30pm
For all events meet in the car park.
Please wear suitable footwear for
walking over uneven ground.

Nature notes

Crows

Vandalised trees

Highbury Park is home to a vast
number or ‘murder’ of crows. Why
does this bird have such a shocking
collective noun? They are predators
but also foragers, scavengers and
all round clever and long-lived birds
able to survive in a wide range of
habitats.
Their greatest dislike
appears to be buzzards and they are
quick to chase any away from their
territory. Sometimes the much larger
raven can be seen flying over the
park, emitting a deep croak but within
the park the only other resident
corvids are magpies, jays and
jackdaws, the latter being smaller
than crows with grey as well as black
plumage.
EMP

Hundreds of park users were upset to
see the vandalism of 5 small trees, two
prunus, two plane saplings and a holly
tree. The prunus trees were beautiful in

Prunus tree in bloom
the spring with deep red blossom and
the twigs and branches were laden
with a range of slow-growing lichen
species. If anyone has information
about this please contact the police.

A story about crows

HPF member David E Blick sent us
the following delightful story about
crows in the park
Many months ago a young lady used
to walk into the park via the gap in the
hedge laden with what I presume
were bread chunks. My house
overlooks the park and I knew she
was on her way long before coming
into my view because the crows
started to assemble in the trees.
Despite being accompanied by
her dog the crows assembled about
her as she started to throw the food
about. To say the least the crows
were numerous.
Good luck with the count I presume
photographs
will
assist.
At least 5 sorts of lichen on the fallen Compliments of the season to all.
prunus
David E Blick

Woodland Walk with Alf Dimmock.
26.11.2016
Past, present and future was the theme
of
this walk. As
the
25
participants set off from the car park
we observed a buff-coloured jay with
an azure blue flash on its wings. We
learned that jays are responsible for
planting
approximately 1.5
billion
acorns a year as they forage for one of
their favourite foods from oak
trees. Both oak trees and jays are
plentiful at Highbury.
Starting with the theme of “past” we
traced the course of the old ordnance
survey map lines, following the ancient

hedgerows up the field boundaries. A
number of the oak trees in Highbury
are more than 150 years old and the
site of the hedgerows at the Henburys
predate 17th century enclosures and
may date from as early as 1550. Our
hedgerows are a delightful mix of
species, including elm trees whose
golden leaves still lingered. We noted
the ridges of the mediaeval field
system as we watched a number of
crows
mobbing
two
of
our
resident lime-green
ring-necked
parakeets

In the woodland below the car park
we progressed to the theme of
“present”. This woodland is new and
diverse – sycamore, ash, beech, and
hazel, amongst others. The hazel was
planted by volunteers and is coppiced
every five years or so as a way of
managing the woodland. The use of
volunteers is encouraged to involve
more local people in the management
of their environment. All dead wood
stays within the park. The hazel
stems can be used for making fences
and enclosures, within which we are
planting wild flowers as part of our
nature improvement area; native
bluebells, daffodils, primroses and red
campion.
The theme of “future” was explored
on the land belonging to the
Chamberlain Highbury Trust where
we examined a mixed hedgerow
planted last year with the help of
Trees for Cities. It includes rowan,
rose and wild pear. This will take
some years to mature. We discussed
how the landscape is changing as the
water table rises causing a number of
trees on the slope above the Long
Pond to die. Managing this habitat will
be a challenge for the future. Thanks
to Alf for a fascinating morning.

Memories of Highbury. Part 2.

Almost every week we were able to
watch the mounted police exercising
their horses, presumably warming
In our last bulletin we included
them up before going on patrol memories from Philippa Robinson who happy times. Also I remember a
grew up locally. We are pleased to
very nice tennis court with a white
present the second part of her memoirs painted
pavillion
and
seating
about Highbury Park during the 1940s area that was opposite the toilet
and 1950s
block near to the stables and walled
garden.
The other side of the park at the
junction of Moor Green Lane and
And finally, I finish on a sad note.
Shutlock Lane was the entrance we
Behind the stable block and covering
used when we wanted to play "Lions
a
large
area
was
an
Den". Ahead of the gateway was
allotment. Working this allotment
another rose garden with large oblong
were the badly injured soldiers from
beds surrounded by grass verges and
WW2. Some had missing limbs
benches. Running
parallel
with
and others
had
their
heads
Shutlock Lane was a path and a few
bandaged. We were instructed not to
yards along this path was the Lions
stare and if any of them shouted
Den. A series of large boulder type
"hello" or waved to us we were to do
rocks measuring several feet in height
the same. This area affected us
and width were placed together with
greatly; we were used to seeing
ferns
growing
out
of
the
injured soldiers in the village selling
crevices. There was a narrow path
matches while they
balanced
going down into a cave like area. We
on crutches. My
Mother
always
would then scare each other by saying
bought
from
them.
"quick the lion's coming". I suppose
Health and Safety put paid to the
A big thank you to Philippa for
structure. We never hurt ourselves,
sharing her memories with us
and we never did any damage to the
park, we loved it too much.
Following this path we strolled to the
right and into the Italian garden. It had
lovely roses over a pergola with stone
columns and beyond this, along
beautiful patterned tiled paths, was a
structure that we thought was a
wishing well. Then came the area
with the large pond with water lilies. At
this we veered right, with the Lodge
house behind us, we entered the open
parkland again and to the area where
the annual fete was held.
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