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‘Of all the beautiful features in a
landscape, none is more attractive
than water’

Discover Water Habitats in Highbury Park

Edward Milner
Landscape Designer (1819 - 1884)

The Oak Tree Pond

A previous claypit, made into a pond
when Joseph Chamberlain’s estate
was designed more than 100 years
ago. It has a small island and an ancient
Oak Tree. The Oak is now slowly dying
and the pond is full of Yellow Flag Iris. It
was cleared out in 2012 but water levels
remain low probably because the clay
lining needs to be repaired.
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This has been a wet ﬁeld for many years and is called the Spring Meadow on
the 1840 tithe map. Springs appear to have been increasing in recent years. Could
this be due to the rise in the Birmingham water table or the lack of management
in the park? In the 1960s and 1970s the Park Manager installed a herringbone drain
system which needed to be cleared once a year with rods.
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Jenkins’ Spire Shell
First spotted in the UK in the 1850s,
this tiny snail appears to have
originated from New Zealand. It can
tolerate all sorts of water types,
including polluted and brackish. It
has spread to all freshwater systems
and is now very common.
Working in Highbury
“Training as a Parks Apprentice at Highbury during the 1960s, I remember when
Henbury Pond was de-silted by hand and after being left to dry out, the silt was
removed to the woodland area opposite the car park. At the time a very large koi
carp lived in the Henbury Pond and would swim up to people and was known by
everyone. During the de-silting operations, it was transferred to the Long Pool.”
Ray, 2015

Burnt Mound
A small bump on the stream bank created by a pile of heat
shattered stones has been identiﬁed as a Bronze Age
‘Burnt Mound’. It is thought that ancient people created a
sauna by the Shuttuck Stream. Stones were heated to a
very high temperature and the water poured over to create
steam, probably within a tent of animal skins.
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Moorhen Nest
Henbury Pond, July 2014
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Moorhen
(Gallinula chloropus)
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Jenkins’ Spire Shell
(Potamopyrgus antipodarum)

“A piece of marshy ground at the foot of
the hill was transformed into 2 pretty ponds
at diﬀerent levels with a bridge across the
little water course that united them.”
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Uffculme Pond (Not open to the public)

from ‘Richard Cadbury of Birmingham’
- Helen Cadbury Alexander (daughter)
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Himalayan (or Indian) Balsam
(Impatiens glandulifera)
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Crow mystery
“Each morning I saw the Crow sitting on a branch in
the pond, by the surface of the water. What had he
been eating? Dragonﬂy larvae? Fish? One morning I
saw it. He ﬂew in with a piece of bread and dipped it
into the water before eating it. Maybe to improve the
ﬂavour or more likely to soften it.” Ellen 2014
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Shuttuck Stream

The stream lies at the base of a shallow
valley and is fed by surface water outfalls
and springs. It ﬂows westwards into the
River Rea which joins the Rivers Tame
and Trent before emptying into the North
Sea. In the past some foul water outfalls
were wrongly connected to the surface
water system. This resulted in pollution of
the stream and hardly any animals were able
to survive. With the park users being
vigilant and reporting signs of pollution
to the Environment Agency *, the stream has
become cleaner in recent years, even
supporting freshwater shrimp. Long grasses,
sedges and stinging nettle are found on
the banks. In future, the stream may even
support water voles.

Four
Seasons

Long
Pool

Shutlock

* Environment Agency
Pollution Hotline 0800 807060

Area of
natural springs

This tall annual with purple ﬂowers and explosive seed capsules
has been spreading throughout Highbury Park, particularly in
the wetter areas. It grows from seed to 3 metres in a single year!
It was introduced as a garden plant in the early 1800s and
although a nectar source for bees at the end of summer, it is also
a problem plant, outcompeting all other plants especially along
watercourses. Researchers have found a rust fungus speciﬁc to
Himalayan Balsam which may be used to control it.
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The Long Pool

The Long Pool was created in the 1870s as part
of the landscaping of Joseph Chamberlain’s
estate by landscape designer Edward Milner.
Part of the stream was diverted into a pool
with islands, a Swiss Cottage style boathouse,
a perimeter path and two rustic bridges. It is
now home to Mallards, Coot, Moorhen and the
occasional Heron and Kingﬁsher. Beneath the
surface there are green clusters of Water Starwort. In some years if there is too much pollution
this is replaced by ﬁlamentous algae. Frogspawn
is occasionally seen. Water Boatmen, Water
Shrimp and Water Slaters ﬁnd a home beneath
the water.
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Viewing Platform Pond

This pond below the viewing platform on the Highbury Estate is fed by
springs and was created around 1884. At that time the aspect would
have been more open, allowing Joseph Chamberlain to address
thousands of people from the viewing platform. Now silted up because of
the surrounding laurel growth, it still supports frogs and water creatures.
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The secretive moorhen feeds on water plants and invertebrates – on
land as well as in the water. Both males and females share incubation
of eggs in nests made of a jumble of twigs by the water. The young
sometimes even stay on to help with later broods. It is said that if
alarmed a moorhen can sink down in the water and leave only its bill
protruding like a periscope!
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Henbury Pond

This is the oldest pond within the park and is sometimes called
the Lily Pond. It can be seen on the 1840 tithe map but may be
still older as the Henbury Estate was in existence in the late
1600s. It is fed by a spring within the pond and water drains away
through pipes ending up in the Shuttuck Stream. Many animals
can be found here making it one of the most diverse ponds
in Birmingham. There are 18 species of snail including the exquisite
Nautilus Ram’s-Horn, Jenkins’ Spire Shell and 5 species of Pea Mussel.
Flatworm, Leeches, Mayﬂies, Water Beetles, Water Boatmen, Water
Shrimp and Water Slaters are abundant. The pond is home to Frogs,
Sticklebacks, Damselﬂies and Dragonﬂies.The amount of frogspawn
has gradually declined over the last 30 years. Early morning visitors
include Heron, Grey Wagtail, and Kingﬁsher. Could one of these early
morning predators be responsible for reducing the frog population?

A treasured spot
“My favourite pond is the Lily Pond
(Henbury Pond) because its like a secret
pond and sometimes I see a kingﬁsher
there.”
Christina, 2015

The Swamp
“Standing by The Swamp the ground crackles and
gushes with life, as water ﬂows downwards and feeds
this lush patch of ground. Hard to believe that only 30
years ago it was a ﬁeld of daﬀodils, now transformed
into a marshy bank of towering Bullrush, Himalayan
Balsam and Hairy Willowherb.” Cat, Autumn 2014

